THE LIMBLESS OCTOPYS
BY POONEN YEKTA

bRAWN BY
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CAST AND CREW :
Me

THE LITTLE ME
CATS*

T (My BOYFRIEND)
M (my Ex)

MY PARENTS

* BILUROPHOBIA IS A TYPE OF SPECIFIC PHOBIA: THE PERSISTENT, EXCESSIVE FEAR OF CATS. THE
NAME COMES FROM THE GREEK WakbS dlhoupoc (AlLAVRAS), '¢AT! ANb @pdPoc (PHABSS), FeEak!.
OTHER NAMES INCLUDE FELINOPHOBIA, ELUROPHOBIA, AND CAT PHOBIA. A PERSON WITH SUCH A FEAR
IS KNOWN AS ANl AILUROPUHOBE,



IT WAS SUMMER WHEN WE
STBRRTED TO TRY "PoLyamoery”.
M, T, aup I.

I cAN'T REALLY SAY WHWAT LED vS
TOWARD THAT DECISION AND WHAT
HAPPENED BETWEEN T AND ME UNTIL
WE CAME VP WITH THIS iDEA. (TN ¢ASE
MY PARENTS GET THE CHANCE TO READ
THIS BNE bAY). BUT IT DIDN'T LAST
Lone ANywaY. IT WAS oNLY OCcToBER
WHEN M BROKE WP WITH ME. S8 IT
WAS TUST ME AND T LEFT FROM THE
PaLyamory. WHICH MEANT THAT Now
IT WAS BNLY A MONSGAMY.
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A FRIEND OF MINE |5
ALSS COMING TONIGHT,
AND SHE IS VERY HOT.

T

( STOP MATCHMAKING FOR T.

&=\

\ ]\\T
@ /\rﬁ MADE THIS FOR YOV.
Yo

OH, THANKS. S62

YEAH, SHE |5 NICE, ]

e
\|P6 yov Like ner? | ¢ Z55
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PP e \“*:\ & ARE YOU OKAY?
158957 e ‘V T T f

Y LI
4% // P \ I'M TUST SURPRISED HOW CLOSE
;/ ’//L YOU ARE NOW

(" I'm sorey. j:(
| WANTED T8 VSE YOUR SPOTIFY

BUT YOUR TELEGRAM CHAT WITH T _
WAS OPEN AND | ACCIDENTALLY
READ IT.

CAN | COME IN?

e U
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Lﬂms IN THE NIGHT — AFTER A DATE WITH T \

- WE HAD A DEAL. ,f
oV SAID YOU'LL e g
COME BACK ‘ AT
AN HOVR AGO. %
(

Mi
o o
</

2EALLY SoRRY, \— | t'M soRey. | [




I WAS AWARE OF M'S PAIN, BUT THE LOVE , PASSION, OR
WHATEVER IT WAS BETWEEN T AND ME WAS SO POWERFUL
THAT I HAD NO STRENGTH TO FIGHT AGAINST IT. IT WAS SUCH
A PITY THAT M COVLDN'T KNOW ABOVT IT. HE WASN'T ABLE
TS LISTEN AND T WASN'T ABLE TO SHARE. T WAS LIKE A BOAT
ON THE SEA IN A STORM, NOT KNOWING HOW TS SAIL IT
THROVGH.

I HAD TO MOVE OUT OF OUR FLAT, WHICH WAS A NICE AND
BlG ONE (N A GENTRIFIED NEIGHBORHOOD, WE WERE STILL
ON OUR WAY TO MAKING IT LIKE A REAL HOME. WE'D FINALLY
BOVGHT A COMFY TKEA COVCH, JUST TWO WEEKS BEFORE
THE BREAK-VP. T ONLY GOT THE CHANCE TO SLEEP ON IT FOR
A NIGHT, AFTER A BIG FIGHT THAT WE HAD. THE FOLLOWING
MORNING WHEN I WOKE VP, I REMEMBER THE OSNLY THING
THAT COUVLD DISTRACT ME FROM MY HANGOVER WAS THAT
TKEA COVCH. THE THOVGHT THAT AT LEAST WE HAVE A COUCH
Now.

I LEFT THE FLAT TO SOMEONE N THE FUTURE TO CONTINVE
THE PROCESS OF MAKING (T LIKE A HOME WITH HIM, Nb 50
MY TOVRNEY STARTED. SAME AS THE DARK AND COLD WINTER.
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AND THE WIND DID HOWL, AND THE WIND DID BLOW
LA LA LA LA LA
LA LA LA LA LEE
A LITTLE BIRD LIT bOWN ON HENRY LEE

I HAD NOTHING TO DO

& 12 @ EXCEPT WAIT FOR THE
&S LANDLORDS TO ANSWER MY
EMAILS N wiicH T HAD
7, 7 TRIED TO PRESENT THE
}“" — o / ( BEST VERSION OF MYSELF.

ALTHOVGH, WHEN IT CAME
/ 0 FLAT VIEWING AND

MEETING THEM FACE TO

/ / ™~ & FACE, ONLY THE "LITTLE

— Y eurui me. T ws wor

REALLY AWARE OF HER
BACK THEN AND HOPEFVL-
LY NOR THE OTHERS,




WHAT

: ba Yov
| EAT MEAT?
D i

P
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56 T PREFER TO EAT PREPARED MEAT.

( Laven)

LIKE [N A RESTAVRANT &8 WHEN A FRIEND COLKS,

Y

YEAH, T ACTUALLY bS. BUT T DAN'T VSVALLY BUY MEAT, o
BECAUSE T HATE THE SMELL OF IT WHILE BEING COOKED,

—

— n| ‘I\<
WELL, YOU SHOULDN'T ANYMORE. \

5

IF WE GET THE CHANCE T LIVE TOGETHER
( smiLe)
\ -4 _

YOU SHOULD BE REALLY CAREFUL
WHILE waAsWING THIS paN. IT
SHOULDN'T BE WASHED WNORMALLY
WITH A SPONGE. Yov swould pur
WATER AND SOAP N IT AND PUT IT 0N
A STOVE FOR A FEW SECONDS, AND
THEN JUST WASH IT WITH COLD WATER
AND THATS IT,

g J = |

oK, BKAY. suefp
| |
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BE OUR FLATMATE.

WED LIike Yov 10

;E' waAS BLIND BUT | waAS NOT !



I WAS LIKE AN OCTOPYS WHOD LOST MOST OF HER LIMBS AT THE
SAME TIME, TRYING T8 LEARN HOW TO MOVE WITH THE REST. THIS
WAS A METAPHOR THAT ONE OF MY REMAINING FRIENDS FROM
OUR FORMER GROVP ONCE MADE. T TOLD HER THAT I DIDN'T KNOW
wiy I FEEL SO BAD TVST BECAVSE OF A BREAK VP. SHE Salb BuT
FOR YOV IT WAS NOT JVST A BREAK VP
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I waAS LIVING WITH T AT THAT TIME. TW HIS ROOM N A THREE-PERSON FLATSHARE.
IT WAS NOT EASY FOR EITHER OF VS, WE WERE STILL SORT OF FRESHLY IN LOVE BUT
ALSO SADLY EXHAVSTED FROM ALL THE VPSS AND DOWNS OF THAT SUMMER AND AF-
TERWARD. S8 THE LOVE WAS STILL FRESH, BUT WE WERE NOT. AND I was sTILL
CONFUSINGLY (N PAIN AND VNFAIRLY THINKING OF M EVERY TIME THAT T WAS COOK~

S T T T
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AND T WAS DRINKING A LOT AND WAS CONSTANTLY HUNG-OVER. T COVLD PROBABLY
WRITE A NOVEL ABOVT BEING HUNG—-OVER T WAS ALMOST ALWAYS HUNG—OVER. BE-
CAUSE OF THE VERY SIMPLE REASON THAT T WOVLD HAVE NOT STOPPED WHEN I'd STALT-
ED DRINKING,

AND THE DAY AFTER WAS HELL. A REAL HELL, THE DEPRESSION HOLE BECAME A NEV-
ER-ENDING PIT, AND FALLING INTO IT WAVLD CONTINVE VNTIL THE END OF THE DaY. No
AMOVNT OF WATER, CAFFEINE SR VITABMIN € WAULD HAVE HELPED IT. NOTHING WAULD
HAVE STOPPED MY NEGATIVE THOVGHTS AND OVERTHINKING, AN ABSOLUTE MISERY.

ON SOME DAYS T COULDN'T EVEN OPEN SPOTIEY TO LISTEN To MuSic. Wy wouip T
LISTEN T8 MUSIC? HOW COULD LISTENING TE MUSIC CHANGE ANYTWING? Bub 1€ T
WOVLD HAVE, THEN IT WAS MOSTLY TO KNOW WHAT IS M LISTENING TS, WAS UE THERE
YET TO BE ABLE TO LISTEN TO THAT SONG THAT WE HEARD SN OUR FIRST DATE N THAT
BAR? COULD HE OPEN THE PLAYLIST THAT WE BOTH USED T8 ADD MUSIC TA?

AND YES, HE STARTED TO ADD TRACKS TO IT. EACH TRACK WAS RECEIVED LIKE A LETTER
FROM HIM. WHEN HE MET A NEW GIRL. HOW HE FELT TOWARD WER WHEN HE HAD
FRIENDS OVER. WHEN HE REMEMBERED ME, WHEN HE WAS MISSING ME,




IT'S MORNING, M IS GOING TS MAKE COFFEE
M: (Farsl) BA SHIR 6 SHEKAR?

SUBTITLE: WITH MILK AND SUGAR?

Me: (LavaHiug) ( Tu FARSY) BALE.
SVBTITLE: YES!

M: LOTFAN?

SUBTITLE: PLEASE?

ME: LoTFAN!

SUBTITLE: YES, PLEASE!

I'M STILL (N BED. T IS GOING TO MAKE COFFEE.
ME: CAN'T YOV STAY IN BED A BIT LONGER?

T: YOV kNOw THAT I NEED TO GET VP AS S0ON AS T
wake ve. I LOVE Yov.

MEe: ( smiLinG) T LOVE Yov Too.




THERE WERE SOME MOMENTS AT THAT
TIME THAT I WAS ASKING MYSELF :
IS IT HOW NSANITY FEELS LIKE?”

ANNA ICARENINA STANDING AT A TRAIN STATION, WAITING FOR THE TRAIN TS JVMP VNDER IT,

MEDEA,

HAVING HER BOTH DEAD KIDS IN HER ARMS,
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ALSO DURING THAT TIME, MY PARENTS TOLD ME
THAT THEY HAD GOTTEN AN APPOINTMENT FROM
THE EMBASSY TO HAND IN THEIR VISA APPLICA-
TION, SO THAT THEY CAN COME TO VISIT ME
AND MY "HUSBAND-TO-BE", WHICH WAS SvP-
POSED TO BE M. THEY HAD NO IDEA ABOVUT MY
SITVATION OR ABOVT WHAT HAD HAPPENED
OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS OF MY LIFE,
BEFORE THE BREAK-UP, WHEN THE WHOLE
POLYAMORY WAS ABOVT TO START, M ANDd T
TALKED ABOUT GETTING MARRIED N THE
WINTER. IT WAS MORE LIKE REBOVNDING, WE
EVEN TALKED ABOVUT HIM COMING TO MEET MY
PARENTS FOR THE FIRST TIME AND DO A LITTLE
BIT OF THE TRADITION, TALKING TO MY FATHER
AND ASKING FOR HIS PERMISSION. NOT LITER-
ALLY, BUT CONCEPTVALLY.



TexT |

T HAD TS FIND A WHITE WALL AS A BACKGROVND,
EVERY TIME MY MOM MADE A VIDES CALL.

can You skYPE

- ; FOR A TINY MOMENT?
por fels oy pm o> o e (g
|
i oy 1 i By g b S K oy
I'™M NOT HOME. iy en By S35 55 AL
ot Jm:'x gsj;a'
HEY, HOW ARE YBV?
Look... T NEED T LEAVE Soow, il
TUST WANTED TS TELL YOU THAT oL o
TWO WEEKS LATER WE COVULD GOT AN APPOINTMENT st 5:-‘ u*“-f»'. S S
. FINALLY. YOvR DAD FOUND REALLY>
2 | ' DT YOU S8y
z THEY bow'r Ler
TH:
NOTHING MUCH, mmmﬁeogu; L
How ABOVT You? '

YoMy, rermes | 5”\\

WHAT'S HE cookne? 7 — = . ;
— g | P g den b Ll o Yo T
\ ¥ By RE, WE GOT LUCKY THERE. | = Ccad oYl

sf» | PASTA T GUESS, 5 215
i Vs )y (_g_'ﬁ-

MDD sven a eevier
HAVE You JUST WOKEN wP?

. HAVE YoV EATEN ANYTHING,




I'M A SINGLE CHILD. MY PARENTS WERE STILL SO YOUNG
WHEN T WAS BORN. THEY DIDN'T EXPECT ME TO START
EXISTING THREE MONTHS AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE. MY
MOM WAS ONLY 20 YEARS OLD. SHE WAS ALWAYS TELL-
NG ME THAT SHE WASN'T READY FOR ME. WHICH wWAS
VNSURPRISING, BUT ALSO NOT VERY PLEASANT TO HEAR
ALL THE TIME. NOT BECAVSE T CARED S0 MUCH ABOVT
MY EXISTENCE, BUT MORE BECAVSE THEN T HAD TS THINK
ABOUT HOW A Z0-YEAR-OLD GlRL AFTER A TRADITION-
Al, VNWANTED MARRIAGE HAD TO DEAL WITH ME AND
HOW SHE HAS PROBABLY FUCKED VP BOTH OF VR LIVES
BECAVSE OF IT.

THEY REALLY WANTED TO COME TO VISIT vs. IT MEANT
THAT T HAD TO FINALLY TALK TO THEM AND TELL THEM
THE TRUTH, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, I HWAD TO TELL
THEM THAT THEY COULDN'T COME.

WHAT MAKES IT HARD TS TALK TS THEM?

BECAVSE I'M NOT VSED TO IT. T'VE ACTV-
ALLY NEVER DOWNE IT. I'VE ALWAYS TOLD
THE IMPORTANT STUFF THROVGH OTHERS
OR DVRING A FIGHT. THEY WERE ALWAYS
COMPLETELY OCCUPIED WITH THEIR OWN
ISSVES. AND I WAS TRYING MY BEST TO
NOT DISTRACT THEM WITH MY PRESENCE.
As IF T WAS HIDING THE WHOLE TIME.




I REMEMBER A COLD, GREY AND SNOWY DAY....
ME AND MY MOM ARE GOING HOME FROM
MY GRANDPARENTS. MY MAOM IS VERY UPSET.
THERE IS A FIGHT GOING ON BETWEEN HER
AND MY DAD AND THAT'S WHY WE WERE AT
MY GRANDPARENTS' THE NIGHT BEFORE. WE
ARE WAITING FOR A TAXI. SHE DOESN'T TALK
70 ME. I GUESS SHE'S crYiNG BUT I DON'T
DARE TO LOOK AT HER I FEEL THE ANXIETY
IN THE Ale. T LOOK VP TO THE SKY AND KEEP
LOOKING AT IT. THE SNOWFLAKES LOOK
BLACK ON THE WHITE BACKGROVND OF THE
SKY. THEY ARE SO TINY AND GETTING BIGGER
AND BIGGER AS THEY GET CLOSER T& MY
FACE. T wisH I cOULD KEEP LOOKING AT
THE SkY AND THE TAXI NEVER COMES SO WE
NEVER ARRIVE HOME.



NEW YEARS EVE - AFTER A BIG FIGHT

IRYEESS
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A FEW HOVRS LATER = I DID CONVINCE HIM
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.. FROM TUE VERY BEGINNING, _I_-|
SHOULD HAVE GVESSED
EVERYTHING BY MYSELF AND
TRIED TO MAKE SENSE OF
THINGS ALL ON MY owN, T RE~
MEMBER THE WNIGHT THAT MY
GRANDFATHER DIED. MYy MoOM
WOKE ME VP IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE WNIGHT. SHE WAS CRYING.
My DAD WAS ON A WORK TRIP.
WE DROVE TO MY AUNT'S AND
SHE LEFT ME THERE. FOR THE
NEXT FEW DAYS I HAD WO IDEA
WHAT HAD HAPPENED AND WHY T
DIDN'T GET THE CHANCE TS SEE
MY PARENTS AND WHAT WOULD
HAPPEN TO A BIRTHDAY PARTY OF
MINE THAT WED ORGANIZED
THE NIGHT BEFORE MY GRAND—
FATHER DIED. T WAS NAT ASKING
AND NO ONE ALSO BOTHERED TO
EXPLAIN TO ME.
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I STILL HAVEN'T ASKED WHAT HAPPENED
THAT NIGHT AND WHAT ARE THE DETAILS
OF WIS DEATH. I JVST KNOW THAT MHE
HAD A HEART ATTACK.




ON MY FIRST DAY (N THE FLAT I FINALLY MOVED (NTS, T WOKE VP TO
THE NOISE OF OTHER FLATMATES, GETTING READY FOR WORK, A GERMAN
RADIO STATION WAS PLAYING AND THE SMELL OF COFFEE HAD FILLED THE
SPACE. T BADLY NEEDED TO 66 T8 THE BATHRAOM. BUT I DIDN'T WANT
THEM TO SEE MY MORNING FACE.

IT'S PROBABLY A SYNDROME - "TRY-HARD-AS-FUCK-TO-NOT-BE-SEEN"
SYNDROME,

BUT THEY SAW ME ANYWAY, EVERY MORNING. THEY SAW MY HUNG—OVER
FACE AND MY NUMB HEAVY BODY BEING CARRIED AROUND, TRYING TS MAKE
COFFEE AND THINKING SF M, WHILE MAKING IT.



PALIZE| KANTROLLIERT WIRE, TING BIE FALGEN
HECHST VNTERSCHIEDLICH. DENN DIE MENGEN,
BIE TEMAND BESITZEN DARE, OHWE DAFUR BEL-
ANST 2V WERLEN, GEMEN DEVTLICH AVSEIN-
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IT WAS HARD FOR ME TO BELIEVE THE NEW
SITVATION AND TS ADIVST MYSELF TO IT.
THE NEW SITUATION WAS MADE OVUT OF
LOVE, BUT THE LOVE WAS NOT ENOVGH TO
FUEL ITS ENGINE AND BRING ME MONEY. T
DIDN'T HAVE A TOB FOR A VERY LONG TIME.
MY PARENTS WERE STILL SENDING ME
MONEY UNTIL THEY COULDN'T ANYMORE. DVE
TO THE CURRENCY EXCHANGE RATES, THE
LAST TIME THAT THEY WANTED TS SEND ME
A THOVSAND EVROS, THEY PAID AS MUCH AS
THE COST OF AN IRANIAN CAR. THE MODEL
IS NAMED "PRIDE” IN FARSL

1

I COULD STILL ASK MY DAD FOR MONEY BUT
IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT. T WAS NEVER G6OOD
AT ASKING EOR HIS HELP, EVEN THOVGH HE
ALWAYS FEELS THE URGE TO MHELP PEOPLE.
IT's WIS wAY T6 BE WANTED AND I DEFI-
NITELY DIDN'T WANT HIM TO THINK THAT
ALL T WANT IS HIS HELP, LIKE THE OTHERS
PO - MY MOM AND HIS FAMILY. AND BE-
CAVSE IT FELT UNFAIR AND PAINFVL TO BE
SITNING AND CRYING AT HOME WHILE HE
WORKS FULL-TIME TO SEND ME HIS WAGE
THAT [N EVROPE IS ONLY ONE-TENTH OF ITS
ACTVAL VALVE BACK HOME.

MOM; YOU CAN GO BACK AFTER

TWé WEEKS. T'M NAT GONNA 66

THERE ONLY FOR TWO WEEKS,
| - — 4

ME: WRITE ANE MONTH FOR
NOW. YOU CAN DECIDE LATER J

I —
Fz.- PO YOV HEAR m?J
|
[(Mom: wo, suouL> we caLt mw?] MOM: WHAT IS M'S FAMILY NAME mm?]

ME: WHY DO mummﬂ?)

MOM: THERE ARE 10 PAGES LEFT. MOME BT A SRR MY

| I'\-.__ Tw \ OUR APPLICATION MIGHT HELP VS,

[Me: I can AiLe 1T For you. | A E'Lﬁ/_\
ME & My 6oD! IT WoN'T.
P N




WHE 15 THIT LITTLE kib WHA'S STILL
FOLLOWING You?

Wwha rd
Soiing T DO YOV MEAWN:

DAN'T YOV REALLY SEE HER? SHE'S
MAST OF THE TIME RIGHT NEXT T2
Yo, SOMETIMES YoV PUT HER
BEHIND THE DOOR SOMETIMES You
FORGET ABOVT HER BuT yov
SHOVLD KNOW THAT SHE'S THERE.

)

G




.
(wees 15 your Larre | i TTE AN HOVR AGO!

1 - _::
str THAT'S NOT MINE!

) & HAVE TO PAY FOR YOUR MISTRKES N A_ - \
W% \

| JUST MADE A MISTAKE, 74
AT /ﬁ/




iudw ARE YOV TODAY? g

Berree. T WAS ABLE TO TAKE A WALK YES-
TERDAY N MY NEIGHBORHOOD, IT WAS 600D,
I'M ALSO SEEING LITTLE ME' MORE NOW.
SUE'S MOSTLY THERE WHEN T'M AT WORK.
WHEN T FEEL T CAN'T DO THIS OR THAT ANY-
MORE. WHEN T'M WEAK AND> POWERLESS
AND INCAPABLE. T'M HER THEN. T'M ALL HER
A LITTLE KID WHO CAN'T DO MUCH.

-/

DA YOU KNOW WHERE DOES THIS
INCAPABILITY COME FROM?

MAYBE BECAUSE MY PARENTS NEVER ENCOVR-
AGED ME [N ANYTHING THAT I WAS &04D AT.

OR MAYBE BECAVSE YOV FELT INch-
PABLE OF MAKING THEM HAPPY? O
FIXING THEIR RELATIONSWIP?

N




IT IS THE EVENING OF MY VNCLES' WEDDING PARTY.
My DAD AND T ARE READY, SITTING IN THE CAR AND
WAITING FOR MY MOM TS COME DOWN 56 THAT
WE CAN 6O TO THE PARTY. SHE'S LATE. THATS
HER ONLY TOOL TO SHOW HER VNHAPPINESS OR
DISSATISFACTION ABOVT I DON'T KNOW WHAT, AND
SO SHE TAKES HER TIME, TRYING DIFFERENT COLORS
OF LIPSTICKS AND EARRINGS AND WNAIL POLISHES,
IT'S LATE AND SHE DOESN'T COME AND MY DAD IS
ANGRY AND I'M STRESSED ovT. I Think I SHOULD
DISTRACT MY DAD. THAT'S MY ONLY TooL Too. T
SVGGEST THAT WE CAN PLAY. PLAY WHAT? ROCK
PAPER SCISSORS? ALRIGHT. LET'S PLAY. WE PLAY,
I LOSE, T WiN, AND MY MOTHER'S STILL NOT READY.



A YEAR WAS PASSED AND IT WAS SUMMER AGAIN. AN
EVENING AT MY PLACE. IT WAS WARM ENOVGH TO
LEAVE THE WINDOW OPEN. A COOL BREEZE WAS
COMING INTO THE ROOM AND CANDLES WERE LIT. IT
WAS T AND ME SITTING AND TALKING ABOUT
EVERYTHING, A NORMAL EVENING N WHICH, FOR A
MOMENT I NOTICED THAT I DON'T HAVE THOSE THOV-
SAND=KILO WEIGHTS ON MY SHOULDERS ANYMORE. T
REALIZED IT SUDDENLY. IT WAS UNBELIEVABLE. IT
WAS A BLAST.

IT DIDN'T LAST FOREVER. BUT MOMENTS LIKE THAT
WERE HAPPENING MORE AND MORE. AND THEY WERE
BEING STRETCHED, I WOULD COMPARE IT WITH
PERIOD PAIN, THERE IS A POINT AFTER ITS PEAK THAT
THE PAIN IS REDUCED FOR SMALL MOMENTS VNTIL
THE NEXT WAVE ATTACKS. THESE SMALL MOMENTS
BECOME LONGER AND LONGER UNTIL YOV REALIZE
EVENTUALLY THAT THE PAIN HAS GONE. BUT SOON
AFTER T REACHED ONE OF THESE FIRST PAIN-FREE
MOMENTS, THINGS CHANGED AGAIN.



T WANTS TO BREAK-UVP. j

/ WHAT HAPPENED? }

I WE WERE AT A MVSIC FESTIVAL.

r———

" I'M TIRED OF ALWAYS BEING CAREFVL.

I'M DONE WITH HAVING FIGHTS LIKE THIS. REALLYP

I DON'T EVEN DARE TO LOOK AT HER = Since wvisar
Cu BEEN TIRED FOR A VERY LONG TIME. &, V




(RELATIONSHIP UITH T |

PHASE) | i /
HE IS TRYING @)<
TO KEEP MYy | <=

HEAD ABSVE |"— 7]

WATER

/ STARTING TS DOVET
THE RELATIONSHIP

I'LL TRANSFER
Yo SOME,

(Do vov nave )

THE RENT
THIS MONTH?
—

WHY HE DOESN'T WRITE ME
WHEN HE HAS TIME?

IT'LL GET

BETTER

AND BETTER.
COME HERE ...

I
l T boN'T FEEL 56 CLOSE | (7/ \
ﬂ %0];/ TS YOU AT THE MO [ v\

|

MENT, —
— a )
WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? {

=)
| NEED MORE TIME ‘;’
FOR MYSELF TS THINK

| asevr T, \ ‘- <
b A
“'--.._‘_‘_‘ ‘

WuaT's ve?
EVERYTHING'S ALRIGHT?
WHY bo YoU LBk SAD?

‘ _




PHASE 2

T HE IS THE

WATER AND
I'm TeyinG
T6 HOLD HIM
(N MY HANDS

)

T wHO T HAS A CRUSH ON AND T, ARE DANCING IN FRANT OF ME.

— T

b8 YoV STILL HAVE

oy | FEELINGS FOR HER?

I poN'T kuow.

WHAT DO YOV WANNA pa?‘

IT COMES AND GOES.

|

I
wHAT cau I bo ?
SHE'S MY FRIEND,

(/1!

WHAT ABOUT ME THEN? ]

177/ 3 mLpr
AND DECIDED \ "WE" MEANS YOV
y

THAT ITs T00?
THE Fove ar vs

SWEETHEART, HOW IS IT a.awc-?-’

| NOTHING.

HOME ALONE, HAVING A BEER.
IT'S SO NICE IN HERE.

YOV'RE BEING MISSED.

I bAN'T kKNOW,
I C¢AN'T FORCE THEM
TS TRAVEL WITH MY GIRLFRIEND.

L HAVE FUN

[WE ARE AT A MVUSIC FESTIVAL,

A W
NOZAN m‘(@

,«;.

A}
P
S8
A X¥

\

I'M TIRED OF ALWAYS BEING CAREFVL.
I'M DONE WITH HAVING FIGHTS LIKE THIS.
I DON'T EVEN DARE TO LOOK AT HER.

I'VE BEEN TIRED FOR A VERY LONG TIME. e

— v

REALLY?
SINCE WHEN?

WE DECIDED TO TAKE A ONE WEEK BREAK AND THI”‘C.]




ﬂ‘smumunmx

WHAT'S ScarY? WHAT DO YOU THINK YOV'LL
FACE IF YOU STAY ALONE?

IS IT BECAVSE IF YOV FACE YOVR TRVE SELF, YOV
FEEL ONLY EMPTINESS?

or MAYBE I'LL FEEL EVERYTHING. MAYBE I'm
AFRAID OF FEELING,




I REMEMBER A DREAM THAT I HAD THE OTHER NIGHT...
IT's ME AND ANOTHER olRL WHO I DON'T know BuT T
KNOW THAT SHE MUST BE A FRIEND. WE ARE HAVING A
WALK BY A RIVER WHICH IS BLOCKED BY A HVGE DAM.
NEITHER THE RIVER NOR THE DAM ARE HVUGE BUT WE BOTH
KNOW THAT IT'S MASSIVE BECAVSE IT FEELS 50. WE ALSO
NEED TO FIX SOMETMHING. AND THEREFORE WE HAVE TO
OPEN THE DAM FOR A MOMENT. TUERE IS AN ON/OFF
SWITCH FOR THIS PURPOSE. IT's TNY. IT CAN'T BE THAT
SUCH A SMALL THING COULD OPEN THAT GIGANTIC DAM.
BUT WE HAVE TS DO IT 56 T PRESS THE ON BUTTON. THE
DAM OPENS WITH AN APOCALYPTIC SOUND.A VERY BlG
WAVE IS RISING. WE KNOW THAT THERE IS NO CHANCE TO
CLOSE THE DAM AGAIN. A TSVNAMI WITH A DEAFENING
SOUND IS COMING TO CATCH VS AND IS GETTING CLOSER
AND CLOSER. I CAN'T BEAR THE SVSPENSE ANYMORE. THEN
I WaAKE ve.



- bay 0F THE

TO WHOM CAN | 60
BUD SCREAM?
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WHAT |'VE BEEN DOING

ALL THESE YEARS?
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EVEN
HAVE A HOBBY
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LOBKING BACK, I cAULD SAY THAT I WAS 686D AT THREE THINGS; SUWIMMING, MUSIC AND WRITING. IT LOOKED LIKE I QUIT THREE OF THEM STUBBORNLY.

I DON'T WANT TO DO IT
ANYMORE, I DON'T WANT
TO BE THE LAST ONE (N
A RACE.
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YouR TECHNIQVE IF 56 6006B,
Yo JVUST NEED TO
WoRk ON YOUR SPEED A BIT.

|

/ [‘BUT Yov CovLb

g'r FASTER.
I GAVE VP.

WITHOVUT KNOWING WHAT GIVING VP ACTVALLY MEANS.




B2

X
(l REALLY LIKE THE PERFVME
YOV PUT 6N YOUR VIOLIN }

am I coop?

YoV ARE PERFECT.

I WAKE UP EVERY MOR
THE FIRST THING THAT T WANNA DO IS PRACTICE VIOLIN,

T WANT YOV TO BE HAPPY WITH ME.

| s r 4
You STILL NEED TO PRACTICE MORE,

DURING
THE NIGHT,
TALKING QVIETLY
ON THE PHONE
WITH THE
TEACHER.

( I boN'T SAY ANYTHING)

2 YOUR FATHER HAD ALMOST

A HEART ATTACK
WHEN HE FOVND OVT.

56 I STOPPED
PLAYING VIOLIN,

_7__—-5 Ny '
' MY PRAFESSOR : THAT WAS IMPRESSIVE.

] s

UL

\

Fﬁn A

MY BOYFRIEND: THE PLOT |5 VERY 600D,
BUT IT'S NOT A 606D STORY.

I WAS SURE THAT HE WAS RIGHT.




(I THINK I STILL WANNA ‘BQEAIC
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( SILENT )

i j (su.sm)?

A COMIC BOOK!
ABOVT WHAT?

—\
’%@ow HAVE YOV Bssn.ﬂ

v/

I STARTED TO
WRITE SOMETHING.

7




WE DIDN'T BREAK VP

TWO PAYS LATER...

NETFLIX

—— (L

|
VOICE MESSAGE

\
S S 213 (e
g8 ol (9 20
U8 48 Sl Ogt sl +or
Glsd (o0 o) Ui 5390 1388
Tarke oo SapsS s 4nulli 4
e (5o pe S Sa b o)l
s bl (gluld
AS Lie g3 Al ) (b 5L
St ol (s 2ms T L uns iy
PO R O R

~
SUBTITLE: T BOUGHT SOME HERBS TO
DRY FOR YOU MYSELF. AND T GRINDED
A LITTLE BIT OF SAFRAN, NOT MUCH,
JusT & Ty JAR Lodk.. SHAULD
I BRING A LITTLE RUG FOR THE BlG
RAOM THAT YOV SAID ONCE THERE IS
NOTHING ON ITS FLOOR? YOu SHOULD
ALSO CHECK THE FORECAST AND LET
ME KNOW... HOW WARM SHOVLD MY
CLOTHES BE T KNOW THERE'S sTILL
TIME.. ALTHOVEH T WoN'T BRING
MucH, IT'S ONLY TWE WEEKS. AN BY
THE WAY, WHAT ABOUT THE PRESENT
FOR M? YU SHOULD TELL ME WHAT
HE WEEDS OR LIKES. HOW DOES HE
FEEL ABOVT SEEING VS?

\ e’

I REMEMBER A LATE SUMMER AFTERNOON, T WAS ELEVEN OR TWELVE. MY MuM AND T wWeRE
SHOPPING, T DON'T REMEMBER WHAT WE WERE LOGKING FOR OR WHAT WE BOVGHT. T WAS NOT 10
A GOBD MOAD. T WAS ALWAYS IN A BAD MOOD AT THAT TIME. AFTER A FEW HOURS OF WALKING WE
BOTH WERE HVNGRY, WE PASSED BY A BI& PATISSERIE. HOW ABOVT SOMETHING SWEET? MY MUM
ASKED, I SHRUGGED AND WE WENT IN. WE Saw A CAKE WED NEVER TRIED BEFORE. CHEESECAKE.
CHEESECAKE? SHOULD WE TRY? HMMM, I'M NOT SVRE. OKkAY, WHATEVER, I salb. WE 66T Two
BlG SLICES. T REMEMBER IT WAS RATHER EXPENSIVE BECAVSE IT WAS CHEESECAKE. T REMEMBER
THAT WE STOOD SOMEWHERE (N THE STREET. A VERY BUSY ONE. T REMEMBER THAT I WAS A BIT
EMBARRASSED BY STANDING THERE AND HAVING A FANCY CAKE IN THE HAND AND EATING THEM N
FRONT OF PEOPLE WE DIDN'T kow. I pIDN'T LIKE IT. IT WASN'T THE TASTE I WAS VSED TS AND
I IMMEDIATELY ANNOUNCED THIS TO MY MOM. VGHH, T DON'T LIKE IT. SHE WAS DISAPPOINTED,
I GVESS. SHE WANTED VS TS HAVE A NICE AFTERNOON AND SHE PROBABLY TRIED TG MAKE THAT
HAPPEN WITH A SPECIAL TREAT. IT DIDN'T work anp I FEEL 56 SaD - 56, S0 sAb - EVERY TIME T
REMEMBER THAT.



I salb GOADBYE T T AND DECIDED TS WALK BACK HOME.

I wALKED.



AND WALKED. AND KEPT WALKING..



ANp I DREAMT. IF MY PARENTS COVULD COME... AND IF M HAD NEVER LEFT ... IF I WERE WAPPY... AND EVERYONE ELSE AS WELL.
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I waAs SAD AND | WAS THINKING.. "MY mMom
HASN'T SEEN EUROPE. AT LEAST THAT COULD
HAPPEN. AND MY DAD, HOW WOULD HE FEEL WHEN
MY MOM TELLS HIM THE NEWS? WE WILL PROB-
ABLY NEVER TALK ABOVT IT. WE WILL BOTH PRE-
TEND THAT NOTHING'S HAPPENED. HE WON'T ASK
ME How T FEEL. | WON'T ASK HIM HOW HE FEELS.
HE WON'T SHOW ME WIS DISAPPOINTMENT AND
THAT HE REALLY MISSES ME AND HE NEEDED TO
SEE ME. BUT I HAVE TO DO IT. I HAVE TO OPEN
WHATSAPP AND WRITE TS MY MOM THAT THEY
CAN'T COME. MAYBE ANOCTHER TIME. BUT NOT NOW.
THEY ARE STILL HAPPY THAT TMEY COULD GET
THEIR VISA AND THEN THE TICKETS AND FILL THEIR
SVITCASES WITH THINGS TS EAT FOR ME AND M.
THEY ARE STILL THINKING THAT THEY ARE COMING
T8 VISIT THEIR ONLY DAVGHTER AND HER HUS-
BAND-TO-BE. YES, T HAVE TO WRITE TO HER T
HAVE TO TELL THEM THE TRVTH AS SOON AS | GET
HOME.”



IT'S MY BIETHDAY PRESENT,
Bur I cAN THINK ABOUT

A SOLUTION IF YOU'RE

NAT COMESETABLE WITH IT,

THE LIMBLESS OCTOPYS

THE LIMBLESS OCTOPYUS

ALL RISGHTT NAT RESERVED
¥av CAN COPY THIF
AT MUCH AT YoV WITH
I WHLL FISVRE T 8uT
HaW TE MAKE MONEY MYTELF
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